THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM
added the great supineness of the civil magistrates; and
I fear without more vigour that this will not subside;
indeed unless exemplary punishment is procured it
will remain a lasting disgrace, and will be a precedent
for future commotions."1
It was not long before it became obvious that it was
useless to do nothing more than send detachments of
the Guards to protect the houses of individuals. The
magistrates were too terrified to act, and the other local
authorities were quite incompetent. Wilkes was an
honourable exception, and displayed both firmness and
courage. Meanwhile the mob proceeded from one
excess to another, and London to the east of Charing
Cross was at its mercy. Lord Mansfield's house at Ken
Wood was only saved by the presence of a squadron of
Light Horse (his London residence in Bloomsbury
Square was sacked), while Newgate was partly burnt,
and the prison broken open. By the night of the yth
there were no less than thirty-six fires burning in different
parts of the capital. The King's Bench and Fleet
prisons, the new Bridewell, and the lower end of Holborn
were in flames, and two distilleries were in process of
being sacked: the liquor obtained from the latter further
infuriated the crowd, a great many of whom were, in a
state of complete inebriety, killed in the flames or by
the falling buildings The only success obtained by the
forces of law and order was at the Bank and the Pay
Office, where the rioters were repulsed with heavy loss
by the soldiers on guard. The Cabinet did nothing to
suppress the disturbances, and its incapacity is revealed
by the following minute sent to the King:
1 The Correspondence of George HI with Lord North, 1768-83, edited by W. B,
Donne, Vol. II, p. 324.
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